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Judica: The Fifth Sunday in Lent 
The Sunday of the Passion 

29 March A+D 2020 

Welcome in the name of Christ our Savior! 

Thank you for joining us where Christ our Lord has promised 
to be with his gifts of faith, forgiveness, and everlasting life 
through His Word and Sacraments!  

Today’s Service 
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About This Service 

The Elders have chosen to suspend in-person services at Grace Evangelical Lutheran 
Church due to COVID-19. On Friday, the City of Lexington enacted an ordinance mandating 
that social gatherings, including church services, are limited to groups of no more than 10 
people. This service is intended for our members to hear God’s Word. Please sing along and 
participate in the service. Also, contact Pastor at 816-934-1741 (cell) or 660-259-2932 
(church) to schedule Holy Communion. Please send your offerings to the church. If you are 
mailing them, mark “offering” on the outside of your envelope.  

 
 

  

Serving Today at Grace 

Pastor Brian J. Thorson 

Organist Jennifer Thorson 

Elder Dan Lefholz 

Ushers None 

Altar Guild  Marilyn Schumacher 
 Christy Hollingsworth 

Greeters None 

Video Dan Lefholz 

Our Response to God’s Grace 

Present Last Week 
 Divine Service 23 
 Communed 17 

Offerings Last Sunday 
 General $773 
 Midweek Lent 3 $160 
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“For their sake I consecrate Myself, 
that they also may be sanctified in truth.” 

–John 17:19 

Opening Hymn LSB 420 Christ, the Life of All the Living 
1 Christ, the life of all the living, 

    Christ, the death of death, our foe, 
Who, Thyself for me once giving 
    To the darkest depths of woe: 
Through Thy suff’rings, death, and merit 
I eternal life inherit. 
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 
2 Thou, ah! Thou, hast taken on Thee 

    Bonds and stripes, a cruel rod; 
Pain and scorn were heaped upon Thee, 
    O Thou sinless Son of God! 
Thus didst Thou my soul deliver 
From the bonds of sin forever. 
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 
3 Thou hast borne the smiting only 

    That my wounds might all be whole; 
Thou hast suffered, sad and lonely, 
    Rest to give my weary soul; 
Yea, the curse of God enduring, 
Blessing unto me securing. 
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 
4 Heartless scoffers did surround Thee, 

    Treating Thee with shameful scorn 
And with piercing thorns they crowned 
Thee. 
    All disgrace Thou, Lord, hast borne, 

That as Thine Thou mightest own me 
And with heav’nly glory crown me. 
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 
5 Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee, 

    That from pain I might be free; 
Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee: 
    Thence I gain security; 
Comfortless Thy soul did languish 
Me to comfort in my anguish. 
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 
6 Thou hast suffered great affliction 

    And hast borne it patiently, 
Even death by crucifixion, 
    Fully to atone for me; 
Thou didst choose to be tormented 
That my doom should be prevented. 
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 
7 Then, for all that wrought my pardon, 

    For Thy sorrows deep and sore, 
For Thine anguish in the Garden, 
    I will thank Thee evermore, 
Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing, 
For Thy bleeding and Thy dying, 
    For that last triumphant cry, 
    And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high. 

 
Text: Public domain
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 

our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 
P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are 

by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, 
and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring 
Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, 
have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; 
and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your 
will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we 
may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only 

Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His 
name He gives power to become the children of God and has promised them His Holy 
Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved. 
 
Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C Amen. 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

Introit Psalm 43:3–5; antiphon: vv. 1–2a 

 
Vindicate me, | O God,* 
 and defend my cause against an ungodly | people, 
from the deceitful and unjust man de- | liver me!* 
 For you are the God in whom I take | refuge. 
Send out your light and your truth; let them | lead me;* 
 let them bring me to your holy hill and to your | dwelling! 
Then I will go to the altar of God, to God my ex- | ceeding joy,* 
 and I will praise you with the lyre, O | God, my God. 
Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil with- | in me?* 
 Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my salvation | and my God. 
Vindicate me, | O God,* 
 and defend my cause against an ungodly | people, 
from the deceitful and unjust man de- | liver me!* 
 For you are the God in whom I take | refuge. 
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 

 

 
 

The Gloria in Excelsis is omitted in Lent. 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people that we may 
be governed and preserved evermore in body and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
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Be Seated 
 

Old Testament Reading Genesis 22:1–14 
 1After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here 
am I.” 2He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of 
Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall 
tell you.” 3So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his 
young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and 
arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4On the third day Abraham lifted 
up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here 
with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and come again to you.” 
6And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took 
in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. 7And Isaac said to 
his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here am I, my son.” He said, “Behold, the 
fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8Abraham said, “God will 
provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them 
together. 
 9When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there 
and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the 
wood. 10Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11But 
the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he 
said, “Here am I.” 12He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for 
now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from 
me.” 13And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, 
caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as 
a burnt offering instead of his son. 14So Abraham called the name of that place, “The LORD 
will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided.” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Psalm 143:9a, 10a; 18:48a, c 

 
Deliver me from my enemies, | O LORD!* 
 Teach me to do your will, for you | are my God! 
[You] delivered me from my | enemies;* 
 you rescued me from the man of | violence. 



7       

 

Epistle Hebrews 9:11–15 
 11When Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then through 
the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation) 12he 
entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but 
by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. 13For if the sprinkling of 
defiled persons with the blood of goats and bulls and with the ashes of a heifer sanctifies 
for the purification of the flesh, 14how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the 
eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead 
works to serve the living God. 
 15Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may 
receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them 
from the transgressions committed under the first covenant. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Tract Psalm 129:1–4 

 
“Greatly have they afflicted me | from my youth”—* 
 let Israel | now say— 
“Greatly have they afflicted me | from my youth,* 
 yet they have not prevailed a- | gainst me. 
The plowers plowed up- | on my back;* 
 they made long their | furrows.” 
The LORD is | righteous;* 
 he has cut the cords of the | wicked. 

 

Holy Gospel John 8:46–59 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter. 
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 46“Which one of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth, why do you not believe me? 
47Whoever is of God hears the words of God. The reason why you do not hear them is that 
you are not of God.” 
 48The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan and have 
a demon?” 49Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon, but I honor my Father, and you 
dishonor me. 50Yet I do not seek my own glory; there is One who seeks it, and he is the 
judge. 51Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.” 52The 
Jews said to him, “Now we know that you have a demon! Abraham died, as did the 
prophets, yet you say, ‘If anyone keeps my word, he will never taste death.’ 53Are you 
greater than our father Abraham, who died? And the prophets died! Who do you make 
yourself out to be?” 54Jesus answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my 
Father who glorifies me, of whom you say, ‘He is our God.’ 55But you have not known him. 
I know him. If I were to say that I do not know him, I would be a liar like you, but I do 
know him and I keep his word. 56Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. 
He saw it and was glad.” 57So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and 
have you seen Abraham?” 58Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham 
was, I am.” 59So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out 
of the temple. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  
 

Apostles' Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Be Seated 

 

Hymn of the Day LSB 440 Jesus, I Will Ponder Now 
1 Jesus, I will ponder now 

    On Your holy passion; 
With Your Spirit me endow 
    For such meditation. 
Grant that I in love and faith 
    May the image cherish 
Of Your suff’ring, pain, and death 
    That I may not perish. 

 
2 Make me see Your great distress, 

    Anguish, and affliction, 
Bonds and stripes and wretchedness 
    And Your crucifixion; 
Make me see how scourge and rod, 
    Spear and nails did wound You, 
How for them You died, O God, 
    Who with thorns had crowned You. 

 
3 Yet, O Lord, not thus alone 

    Make me see Your passion, 
But its cause to me make known 
    And its termination. 
Ah! I also and my sin 
    Wrought Your deep affliction; 
This indeed the cause has been 
    Of Your crucifixion. 

4 Grant that I Your passion view 
    With repentant grieving. 
Let me not bring shame to You 
    By unholy living. 
How could I refuse to shun 
    Ev’ry sinful pleasure 
Since for me God’s only Son 
    Suffered without measure? 

 
5 If my sins give me alarm 

    And my conscience grieve me, 
Let Your cross my fear disarm; 
    Peace of conscience give me. 
Help me see forgiveness won 
    By Your holy passion. 
If for me He slays His Son, 
    God must have compassion! 

 
6 Graciously my faith renew; 

    Help me bear my crosses, 
Learning humbleness from You, 
    Peace mid pain and losses. 
May I give You love for love! 
    Hear me, O my Savior, 
That I may in heav’n above 
    Sing Your praise forever.

Text: Public domain 

 

Sermon Pastor Brian Thorson 
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Stand 
 

Offertory Psalm 51:10–12 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Offering is Received Please send your offering to the church 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
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     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

  
A Let us pray. 

Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. 
Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that, by 
patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the 
blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
A Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Be Seated 
 

Closing Hymn LSB 421 Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing 
1 Jesus, grant that balm and healing 

    In Your holy wounds I find, 
Ev’ry hour that I am feeling 
    Pains of body and of mind. 
Should some evil thought within 
Tempt my treach’rous heart to sin, 
    Show the peril, and from sinning 
    Keep me from its first beginning. 

 
2 Should some lust or sharp temptation 

    Fascinate my sinful mind, 
Draw me to Your cross and passion, 
    And new courage I shall find. 
Or should Satan press me hard, 
Let me then be on my guard, 
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    Saying, “Christ for me was wounded,” 
    That the tempter flee confounded. 

 
3 If the world my heart entices 

    With the broad and easy road, 
With seductive, sinful vices, 
    Let me weigh the awful load 
You were willing to endure. 
Help me flee all thoughts impure 
    And to master each temptation, 
    Calm in prayer and meditation. 

 
4 Ev’ry wound that pains or grieves me 

    By Your wounds, Lord, is made whole; 
When I’m faint, Your cross revives me, 
    Granting new life to my soul. 
Yes, Your comfort renders sweet 
Ev’ry bitter cup I meet; 
    For Your all-atoning passion 
    Has procured my soul’s salvation. 

 
5 O my God, my rock and tower, 

    Grant that in Your death I trust, 
Knowing death has lost its power 
    Since You crushed it in the dust. 
Savior, let Your agony 
Ever help and comfort me; 
    When I die be my protection, 
    Light and life and resurrection. 

Text: Public domain 

 
Acknowledgments 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English 
Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. 
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Announcements 

The following precautions have been implemented at Grace while the 
coronavirus is spreading across our country (these are recommended by The LCMS 
and many are aimed to prevent people from touching things that others have touched): 

 Services and activities are currently cancelled. Please watch our services at our 
website or through our YouTube channel. As long as services are cancelled, we will be 
placing services online. This includes midweek and Sunday services. 

 Please mail or drop off your offering. 
 Please contact Pastor to receive Holy Communion. 
 Hand sanitizer is available at both entrances to the church and at the bulletin table. 

 

Most activities at church have been cancelled to help prevent the spread of the 
coronavirus. Pastoral care is still available from Pastor. He is happy to privately commune 
our members who desire it. To schedule, call or text him at 816-934-1741. 

Parents, while Sunday School and WWW are suspended, it is important to continue 
teaching your children the Christian faith. In addition to your regular Bible stories, 
devotions, and prayers that you do with your children, there are now some Sunday School 
resources available to you for free. Please make use of them. You can find links to them from 
our church website under “In the Word.” 

We are now podcasting our sermons. Details are found on our church homepage under 
“COVID-19 Update” and the sermon listing with audio and video are under “Sermons.” 

Thrivent Choice Dollars expire March 31. Please take time to designate your Thrivent 
Choice Dollars to the organization of your choosing. Choice Dollars can be designated 
online at www.thrivent.com or by calling Thrivent at 1-800-847-4836. If you do not 
designate your Thrivent Choice Dollars, they will expire at the end of March. If you require 
further assistance, please contact your Thrivent Financial Representative. 

Easter lily order forms are available for you in the narthex. If you would like to order a 
lily to decorate the church for the Easter season, please fill out the form and place it and 
your money in the basket provided.  The Altar Guild 

Portals of Prayer for April-June are now available in the narthex table. 

Submit agenda items for the April 14 voters meeting to President Jim Steffens by April 2. 
This meeting will likely be conducted by a conference call. 

We have a Preschool teacher. If you know of students who are interested in enrolling, 
please contact the Church Office to receive registration forms. 

Volunteers are needed to be trained in using the church’s automatic 
defibrillator (AED). A layperson’s CPR class and AED training will be offered at the 
Lexington Fire Department once a month for the next several homes (a free 2-hour class). 
Please see Kristin Summerlin or Bernice Wagner for additional information. 
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Plans for Vacation Bible School are beginning. We need a VBS Director or a pair of 
codirectors. Please prayerfully consider serving this year. If interested, please see Pastor or 
Education Committee chairman Dan Lefholz. 

Bridge of Hope Resource Center has outgrown its current space and purchased the old 
Bott Radio building on the south side of the square in Richmond. An anonymous donor has 
come forward to match $25,000 in donations given by May 22, 2020. If you would like to 
help, please send your donation to Bridge of Hope, 112 S. College St., Richmond, MO 64085. 

Our hymn of the Lenten season is LSB 420, “LSB 420 Christ, the Life of All the Living.” 
written by Ernst Homburg (1605-1681). He became highly regarded as a poet while writing 
secular poetry but after an illness and domestic issues, he began to write Christian 
poetry.This hymn is based on John 1:4, “In him was life, and the life was the light of men.” 

The Lent/Holy Week offering designations are as follows (please send in your 
offerings to the Church and clearly mark your designations): 

o Midweek Lent 4 (March 25): University Lutheran Chapel in Minneapolis 
o Midweek Lent 5 (April 1): KMMO Radio Missions 
o Maundy Thursday (April 9): Seminarian Tom Goodroad from Trinity, Kearney 
o Good Friday (April 10): Local Lutherans for Life 
o Holy Saturday (April 11): Community Charity 

The Nominating Committee presents this slate of candidates for offices in the 
congregation for the coming year: 
Nominations for the April Voters’ Assembly 
President Eddie Jeske Jr. 
Vice President Ted Traczewski 
Secretary Gerald Lohoefener 
Treasurer Larry Nienhiser 
Financial Secretary Charles Hollingsworth 
Trustee until 2023 Ethan Daehler  
Trustee until 2023 David Rasa 
Elder until 2023  Norman Rasa 
Elder until 2023 Jim Steffens 
          

  Continuing in Service 
Trustee until 2021    Justin Bertz 
Trustee until 2021 Charles Daehler 
Trustee until 2022 Jeremy Ahmann 
Trustee until 2022 John Gooden 
Elder until 2021 Bob Buhrmester 
Elder until 2021 Mark Summerlin 
Elder until 2022  Dan Lefholz 
Elder until 2022 Elmer Leimkuehler

 

  



15       

An Order for Daily Prayer 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
In the morning, O Lord, You hear my voice; 

In the morning I prepare a sacrifice for you and watch. 
My mouth is filled with Your praise, And with Your glory all the day. 
O Lord, open my lips, And my mouth will declare your praise. 
 

Hymn: LSB 420 Christ, the Life of All the Living 
5 Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee, 
    That from pain I might be free; 
Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee: 
    Thence I gain security; 

 Comfortless Thy soul did languish 
Me to comfort in my anguish. 
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee 

 

Catechism Recitation: Confession 
What is the Office of the Keys? The Office of the Keys is that special authority which Christ 
has given to His Church on earth to forgive the sins of repentant sinners, but to withhold 
forgiveness from the unrepentant as long as they do not repent. 

  

Where is this written? This is what St. John the Evangelist writes in chapter twenty: The 
Lord Jesus breathed on His disciples and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive 
anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 
 

Scripture Recitation: Luke 10:16 
“The one who hears you hears Me, and the one who rejects you rejects Me, and the one who 
rejects Me rejects Him who sent Me.” 
 

The Ten Commandments and the Creed may be confessed.  A devotion may be read. The 
Lord’s Prayer may be prayed. 
 

Let us pray.  I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that 
You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me 
this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into 
Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be 
with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 
 

Let us bless the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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Special Prayers 

Homebound: Kay Alpers, Shirley Bertz, Arnold Viebrock 

Sick, injured, recovering or special needs: Perry Copus, Erma Hechsel, Terry 
Thorson, Sam Wagner, Lyn & Barb Wilkey, and all who are affected by COVID-19 

Expecting Parents: Rebecca & Scott Steele 

Those in the armed forces: Jared Clapper, Sarah & Tom Seagroatt 

Seminary Students: Michael Fox, Dale Krienke, and Tom Goodroad 

Missions: Rev. John Fehrmann of CLEF, Rev. Charles Ferry in Southeast Asia, our 
preschool, and the work of our congregation 

Our congregation, as we observe our centennial 

To add or remove names from our prayer list, please contact Pastor.  Thank you. 

This Week at Grace 

For hospital visits, private confession and absolution, communion for the homebound 
or any other pastoral calls, please contact Pastor. 

Today, Mar. 29, 2020: Judica, the Fifth Sunday in Lent (Passion Sunday) 
  Sunday School (materials under “In the Word” at our website) 
  Divine Service (online at www.gracelutheranlexington.org) 
 
Any day this week  Pastor is available for you to receive Holy Communion. 
 
Wed, Apr. 1:  Lenten Vespers (online) 
 
Next Sunday, Apr. 5: Palmarum, Palm Sunday 
  Sunday School (materials under “In the Word” at our website) 
  Divine Service (online at www.gracelutheranlexington.org) 
 
Looking Ahead 
 Apr. 5-11  Holy Week 
 Apr. 12  Easter 
 Oct. 4  Centennial Celebration 
 
 



Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 

806 S. Business Highway 13, Lexington, MO 64067 + 660-259-2932 
office@gracelutheranlexington.org + pastor@gracelutheranlexington.org 

www.gracelutheranlexington.org 

A Congregation of The Lutheran—Church Missouri Synod 
Pastor Brian J. Thorson 

 

 
 

Judica: The Fifth Sunday in Lent 
The Sunday of the Passion 

29 March A+D 2020 

Welcome in the name of Christ our Savior! 

Thank you for joining us where Christ our Lord has promised 
to be with his gifts of faith, forgiveness, and everlasting life 
through His Word and Sacraments!  

Today’s Service 
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Hymns 420 
 440 
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About This Service 

The Elders have chosen to suspend in-person services at Grace Evangelical Lutheran 
Church due to COVID-19. On Friday, the City of Lexington enacted an ordinance mandating 
that social gatherings, including church services, are limited to groups of no more than 10 
people. This service is intended for our members to hear God’s Word. Please sing along and 
participate in the service. Also, contact Pastor at 816-934-1741 (cell) or 660-259-2932 
(church) to schedule Holy Communion. Please send your offerings to the church. If you are 
mailing them, mark “offering” on the outside of your envelope.  

 
 

  

Serving Today at Grace 

Pastor Brian J. Thorson 

Organist Jennifer Thorson 

Elder Dan Lefholz 

Ushers None 

Altar Guild  Marilyn Schumacher 
 Christy Hollingsworth 

Greeters None 

Video Dan Lefholz 

Our Response to God’s Grace 

Present Last Week 
 Divine Service 23 
 Communed 17 

Offerings Last Sunday 
 General $773 
 Midweek Lent 3 $160 
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“For their sake I consecrate Myself, 
that they also may be sanctified in truth.” 

–John 17:19 

Opening Hymn LSB 420 Christ, the Life of All the Living 
1 Christ, the life of all the living, 

    Christ, the death of death, our foe, 
Who, Thyself for me once giving 
    To the darkest depths of woe: 
Through Thy suff’rings, death, and merit 
I eternal life inherit. 
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 
2 Thou, ah! Thou, hast taken on Thee 

    Bonds and stripes, a cruel rod; 
Pain and scorn were heaped upon Thee, 
    O Thou sinless Son of God! 
Thus didst Thou my soul deliver 
From the bonds of sin forever. 
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 
3 Thou hast borne the smiting only 

    That my wounds might all be whole; 
Thou hast suffered, sad and lonely, 
    Rest to give my weary soul; 
Yea, the curse of God enduring, 
Blessing unto me securing. 
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 
4 Heartless scoffers did surround Thee, 

    Treating Thee with shameful scorn 
And with piercing thorns they crowned 
Thee. 
    All disgrace Thou, Lord, hast borne, 

That as Thine Thou mightest own me 
And with heav’nly glory crown me. 
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 
5 Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee, 

    That from pain I might be free; 
Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee: 
    Thence I gain security; 
Comfortless Thy soul did languish 
Me to comfort in my anguish. 
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 
6 Thou hast suffered great affliction 

    And hast borne it patiently, 
Even death by crucifixion, 
    Fully to atone for me; 
Thou didst choose to be tormented 
That my doom should be prevented. 
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 
7 Then, for all that wrought my pardon, 

    For Thy sorrows deep and sore, 
For Thine anguish in the Garden, 
    I will thank Thee evermore, 
Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing, 
For Thy bleeding and Thy dying, 
    For that last triumphant cry, 
    And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high. 

 
Text: Public domain
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 

our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 
P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are 

by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, 
and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring 
Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, 
have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; 
and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your 
will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we 
may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only 

Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His 
name He gives power to become the children of God and has promised them His Holy 
Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved. 
 
Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C Amen. 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

Introit Psalm 43:3–5; antiphon: vv. 1–2a 

 
Vindicate me, | O God,* 
 and defend my cause against an ungodly | people, 
from the deceitful and unjust man de- | liver me!* 
 For you are the God in whom I take | refuge. 
Send out your light and your truth; let them | lead me;* 
 let them bring me to your holy hill and to your | dwelling! 
Then I will go to the altar of God, to God my ex- | ceeding joy,* 
 and I will praise you with the lyre, O | God, my God. 
Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil with- | in me?* 
 Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my salvation | and my God. 
Vindicate me, | O God,* 
 and defend my cause against an ungodly | people, 
from the deceitful and unjust man de- | liver me!* 
 For you are the God in whom I take | refuge. 
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 

 

 
 

The Gloria in Excelsis is omitted in Lent. 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people that we may 
be governed and preserved evermore in body and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
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Be Seated 
 

Old Testament Reading Genesis 22:1–14 
 1After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here 
am I.” 2He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of 
Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall 
tell you.” 3So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his 
young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and 
arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4On the third day Abraham lifted 
up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here 
with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and come again to you.” 
6And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took 
in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. 7And Isaac said to 
his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here am I, my son.” He said, “Behold, the 
fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8Abraham said, “God will 
provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them 
together. 
 9When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there 
and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the 
wood. 10Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11But 
the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he 
said, “Here am I.” 12He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for 
now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from 
me.” 13And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, 
caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as 
a burnt offering instead of his son. 14So Abraham called the name of that place, “The LORD 
will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided.” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Psalm 143:9a, 10a; 18:48a, c 

 
Deliver me from my enemies, | O LORD!* 
 Teach me to do your will, for you | are my God! 
[You] delivered me from my | enemies;* 
 you rescued me from the man of | violence. 
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Epistle Hebrews 9:11–15 
 11When Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then through 
the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation) 12he 
entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but 
by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. 13For if the sprinkling of 
defiled persons with the blood of goats and bulls and with the ashes of a heifer sanctifies 
for the purification of the flesh, 14how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the 
eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead 
works to serve the living God. 
 15Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may 
receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them 
from the transgressions committed under the first covenant. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Tract Psalm 129:1–4 

 
“Greatly have they afflicted me | from my youth”—* 
 let Israel | now say— 
“Greatly have they afflicted me | from my youth,* 
 yet they have not prevailed a- | gainst me. 
The plowers plowed up- | on my back;* 
 they made long their | furrows.” 
The LORD is | righteous;* 
 he has cut the cords of the | wicked. 

 

Holy Gospel John 8:46–59 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter. 
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 46“Which one of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth, why do you not believe me? 
47Whoever is of God hears the words of God. The reason why you do not hear them is that 
you are not of God.” 
 48The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan and have 
a demon?” 49Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon, but I honor my Father, and you 
dishonor me. 50Yet I do not seek my own glory; there is One who seeks it, and he is the 
judge. 51Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.” 52The 
Jews said to him, “Now we know that you have a demon! Abraham died, as did the 
prophets, yet you say, ‘If anyone keeps my word, he will never taste death.’ 53Are you 
greater than our father Abraham, who died? And the prophets died! Who do you make 
yourself out to be?” 54Jesus answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my 
Father who glorifies me, of whom you say, ‘He is our God.’ 55But you have not known him. 
I know him. If I were to say that I do not know him, I would be a liar like you, but I do 
know him and I keep his word. 56Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. 
He saw it and was glad.” 57So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and 
have you seen Abraham?” 58Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham 
was, I am.” 59So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out 
of the temple. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  
 

Apostles' Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Be Seated 

 

Hymn of the Day LSB 440 Jesus, I Will Ponder Now 
1 Jesus, I will ponder now 

    On Your holy passion; 
With Your Spirit me endow 
    For such meditation. 
Grant that I in love and faith 
    May the image cherish 
Of Your suff’ring, pain, and death 
    That I may not perish. 

 
2 Make me see Your great distress, 

    Anguish, and affliction, 
Bonds and stripes and wretchedness 
    And Your crucifixion; 
Make me see how scourge and rod, 
    Spear and nails did wound You, 
How for them You died, O God, 
    Who with thorns had crowned You. 

 
3 Yet, O Lord, not thus alone 

    Make me see Your passion, 
But its cause to me make known 
    And its termination. 
Ah! I also and my sin 
    Wrought Your deep affliction; 
This indeed the cause has been 
    Of Your crucifixion. 

4 Grant that I Your passion view 
    With repentant grieving. 
Let me not bring shame to You 
    By unholy living. 
How could I refuse to shun 
    Ev’ry sinful pleasure 
Since for me God’s only Son 
    Suffered without measure? 

 
5 If my sins give me alarm 

    And my conscience grieve me, 
Let Your cross my fear disarm; 
    Peace of conscience give me. 
Help me see forgiveness won 
    By Your holy passion. 
If for me He slays His Son, 
    God must have compassion! 

 
6 Graciously my faith renew; 

    Help me bear my crosses, 
Learning humbleness from You, 
    Peace mid pain and losses. 
May I give You love for love! 
    Hear me, O my Savior, 
That I may in heav’n above 
    Sing Your praise forever.

Text: Public domain 

 

Sermon Pastor Brian Thorson 
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Stand 
 

Offertory Psalm 51:10–12 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Offering is Received Please send your offering to the church 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
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     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

  
A Let us pray. 

Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. 
Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that, by 
patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the 
blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
A Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Be Seated 
 

Closing Hymn LSB 421 Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing 
1 Jesus, grant that balm and healing 

    In Your holy wounds I find, 
Ev’ry hour that I am feeling 
    Pains of body and of mind. 
Should some evil thought within 
Tempt my treach’rous heart to sin, 
    Show the peril, and from sinning 
    Keep me from its first beginning. 

 
2 Should some lust or sharp temptation 

    Fascinate my sinful mind, 
Draw me to Your cross and passion, 
    And new courage I shall find. 
Or should Satan press me hard, 
Let me then be on my guard, 
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    Saying, “Christ for me was wounded,” 
    That the tempter flee confounded. 

 
3 If the world my heart entices 

    With the broad and easy road, 
With seductive, sinful vices, 
    Let me weigh the awful load 
You were willing to endure. 
Help me flee all thoughts impure 
    And to master each temptation, 
    Calm in prayer and meditation. 

 
4 Ev’ry wound that pains or grieves me 

    By Your wounds, Lord, is made whole; 
When I’m faint, Your cross revives me, 
    Granting new life to my soul. 
Yes, Your comfort renders sweet 
Ev’ry bitter cup I meet; 
    For Your all-atoning passion 
    Has procured my soul’s salvation. 

 
5 O my God, my rock and tower, 

    Grant that in Your death I trust, 
Knowing death has lost its power 
    Since You crushed it in the dust. 
Savior, let Your agony 
Ever help and comfort me; 
    When I die be my protection, 
    Light and life and resurrection. 

Text: Public domain 
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Announcements 

The following precautions have been implemented at Grace while the 
coronavirus is spreading across our country (these are recommended by The LCMS 
and many are aimed to prevent people from touching things that others have touched): 

 Services and activities are currently cancelled. Please watch our services at our 
website or through our YouTube channel. As long as services are cancelled, we will be 
placing services online. This includes midweek and Sunday services. 

 Please mail or drop off your offering. 
 Please contact Pastor to receive Holy Communion. 
 Hand sanitizer is available at both entrances to the church and at the bulletin table. 

 

Most activities at church have been cancelled to help prevent the spread of the 
coronavirus. Pastoral care is still available from Pastor. He is happy to privately commune 
our members who desire it. To schedule, call or text him at 816-934-1741. 

Parents, while Sunday School and WWW are suspended, it is important to continue 
teaching your children the Christian faith. In addition to your regular Bible stories, 
devotions, and prayers that you do with your children, there are now some Sunday School 
resources available to you for free. Please make use of them. You can find links to them from 
our church website under “In the Word.” 

We are now podcasting our sermons. Details are found on our church homepage under 
“COVID-19 Update” and the sermon listing with audio and video are under “Sermons.” 

Thrivent Choice Dollars expire March 31. Please take time to designate your Thrivent 
Choice Dollars to the organization of your choosing. Choice Dollars can be designated 
online at www.thrivent.com or by calling Thrivent at 1-800-847-4836. If you do not 
designate your Thrivent Choice Dollars, they will expire at the end of March. If you require 
further assistance, please contact your Thrivent Financial Representative. 

Easter lily order forms are available for you in the narthex. If you would like to order a 
lily to decorate the church for the Easter season, please fill out the form and place it and 
your money in the basket provided.  The Altar Guild 

Portals of Prayer for April-June are now available in the narthex table. 

Submit agenda items for the April 14 voters meeting to President Jim Steffens by April 2. 
This meeting will likely be conducted by a conference call. 

We have a Preschool teacher. If you know of students who are interested in enrolling, 
please contact the Church Office to receive registration forms. 

Volunteers are needed to be trained in using the church’s automatic 
defibrillator (AED). A layperson’s CPR class and AED training will be offered at the 
Lexington Fire Department once a month for the next several homes (a free 2-hour class). 
Please see Kristin Summerlin or Bernice Wagner for additional information. 
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Plans for Vacation Bible School are beginning. We need a VBS Director or a pair of 
codirectors. Please prayerfully consider serving this year. If interested, please see Pastor or 
Education Committee chairman Dan Lefholz. 

Bridge of Hope Resource Center has outgrown its current space and purchased the old 
Bott Radio building on the south side of the square in Richmond. An anonymous donor has 
come forward to match $25,000 in donations given by May 22, 2020. If you would like to 
help, please send your donation to Bridge of Hope, 112 S. College St., Richmond, MO 64085. 

Our hymn of the Lenten season is LSB 420, “LSB 420 Christ, the Life of All the Living.” 
written by Ernst Homburg (1605-1681). He became highly regarded as a poet while writing 
secular poetry but after an illness and domestic issues, he began to write Christian 
poetry.This hymn is based on John 1:4, “In him was life, and the life was the light of men.” 

The Lent/Holy Week offering designations are as follows (please send in your 
offerings to the Church and clearly mark your designations): 

o Midweek Lent 4 (March 25): University Lutheran Chapel in Minneapolis 
o Midweek Lent 5 (April 1): KMMO Radio Missions 
o Maundy Thursday (April 9): Seminarian Tom Goodroad from Trinity, Kearney 
o Good Friday (April 10): Local Lutherans for Life 
o Holy Saturday (April 11): Community Charity 

The Nominating Committee presents this slate of candidates for offices in the 
congregation for the coming year: 
Nominations for the April Voters’ Assembly 
President Eddie Jeske Jr. 
Vice President Ted Traczewski 
Secretary Gerald Lohoefener 
Treasurer Larry Nienhiser 
Financial Secretary Charles Hollingsworth 
Trustee until 2023 Ethan Daehler  
Trustee until 2023 David Rasa 
Elder until 2023  Norman Rasa 
Elder until 2023 Jim Steffens 
          

  Continuing in Service 
Trustee until 2021    Justin Bertz 
Trustee until 2021 Charles Daehler 
Trustee until 2022 Jeremy Ahmann 
Trustee until 2022 John Gooden 
Elder until 2021 Bob Buhrmester 
Elder until 2021 Mark Summerlin 
Elder until 2022  Dan Lefholz 
Elder until 2022 Elmer Leimkuehler
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An Order for Daily Prayer 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
In the morning, O Lord, You hear my voice; 

In the morning I prepare a sacrifice for you and watch. 
My mouth is filled with Your praise, And with Your glory all the day. 
O Lord, open my lips, And my mouth will declare your praise. 
 

Hymn: LSB 420 Christ, the Life of All the Living 
5 Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee, 
    That from pain I might be free; 
Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee: 
    Thence I gain security; 

 Comfortless Thy soul did languish 
Me to comfort in my anguish. 
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee 

 

Catechism Recitation: Confession 
What is the Office of the Keys? The Office of the Keys is that special authority which Christ 
has given to His Church on earth to forgive the sins of repentant sinners, but to withhold 
forgiveness from the unrepentant as long as they do not repent. 

  

Where is this written? This is what St. John the Evangelist writes in chapter twenty: The 
Lord Jesus breathed on His disciples and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive 
anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 
 

Scripture Recitation: Luke 10:16 
“The one who hears you hears Me, and the one who rejects you rejects Me, and the one who 
rejects Me rejects Him who sent Me.” 
 

The Ten Commandments and the Creed may be confessed.  A devotion may be read. The 
Lord’s Prayer may be prayed. 
 

Let us pray.  I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that 
You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me 
this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into 
Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be 
with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 
 

Let us bless the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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Special Prayers 

Homebound: Kay Alpers, Shirley Bertz, Arnold Viebrock 

Sick, injured, recovering or special needs: Perry Copus, Erma Hechsel, Terry 
Thorson, Sam Wagner, Lyn & Barb Wilkey, and all who are affected by COVID-19 

Expecting Parents: Rebecca & Scott Steele 

Those in the armed forces: Jared Clapper, Sarah & Tom Seagroatt 

Seminary Students: Michael Fox, Dale Krienke, and Tom Goodroad 

Missions: Rev. John Fehrmann of CLEF, Rev. Charles Ferry in Southeast Asia, our 
preschool, and the work of our congregation 

Our congregation, as we observe our centennial 

To add or remove names from our prayer list, please contact Pastor.  Thank you. 

This Week at Grace 

For hospital visits, private confession and absolution, communion for the homebound 
or any other pastoral calls, please contact Pastor. 

Today, Mar. 29, 2020: Judica, the Fifth Sunday in Lent (Passion Sunday) 
  Sunday School (materials under “In the Word” at our website) 
  Divine Service (online at www.gracelutheranlexington.org) 
 
Any day this week  Pastor is available for you to receive Holy Communion. 
 
Wed, Apr. 1:  Lenten Vespers (online) 
 
Next Sunday, Apr. 5: Palmarum, Palm Sunday 
  Sunday School (materials under “In the Word” at our website) 
  Divine Service (online at www.gracelutheranlexington.org) 
 
Looking Ahead 
 Apr. 5-11  Holy Week 
 Apr. 12  Easter 
 Oct. 4  Centennial Celebration 
 
 


